THE KING WILLS IT

of age she was engaged to Lieutenant-Commander
Wing-field Spencer. They were married for twelve
years and then were divorced. In 1926 Mrs. Spencer
came to England, where 'she met a Canadian, by name
Ernest Aldrich Simpson, who was in his father's firm
of ship charterers. They were married and took a
house in Upper Berkeley Street.

During a holiday on the Continent in 1933 they met
the Prince of Wales. Common interests, such as
dancing, swimming and gardening, formed the basis
of a growing friendship between Mrs. Simpson and
the Prince. Those who believed or hoped that the
friendship would be ended when the Prince came to
the Throne, saw that they had judged wrongly when,
in the spring of 1936, official recognition was made
that Mrs. Simpson belonged to King Edward's circle
of personal friends. That is to say, the Court Circular,
announced that Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Simpson were
among the guests at a private dinner-party given by
King Edward at St. James's Palace. Other guests on
that occasion were Lord and Lady Mountbatten, Mr.
and Mrs. Stanley Baldwin, Lord and Lady Wigram,
Lady Cunard, Sir Ernie Chatfield and Lady Chatfield,
Mr. Duff Cooper and Lady Diana Cooper, and the Hon.
Piers Legh and Mrs. Legh.

Soon after another Court Circular announced that
Mrs. Simpson was again a guest of King Edward on an
occasion when the Duke and Duchess of York and
several members of the Cabinet were also present.
Mrs. Simpson was again included in the list of the
King's guests on board the yacht in which he cruised
along the Dalmatian coast, also in the list of guests
who were invited to Balmoral.

For some time this friendship had been given
publicity in foreign newspapers, but nothing on the
subject had appeared in the British Press. Then, on
December i, the Bishop of Bradford (Dr. A. W. F.
Blunt), addressing his diocesan conference, made some
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